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1 Introduction

1.1 Overview

1.1.1 This Statement of Common Ground (SoCG) has been prepared as part of the application for 
a Development Consent Order (DCO) (the DCO Application) for The Droves Solar Farm (the 
Scheme) made by The Droves Solar Farm Limited (the Applicant) to the Secretary of State 
for Energy Security and Net Zero (SoS) pursuant to the Planning Act 2008 (PA2008).

1.1.2 SoCGs are an established means in the DCO consenting process, of allowing all parties 
to identify and focus on specific issues that may need to be addressed during the 
examination.

1.1.3 This SoCG is being submitted to the Examining Authority (the ExA) at Deadline 6 to reflect 
the final position between the parties.

1.1.4 This document has been updated at Deadline 6 to reflect the final position. The document 
references have not been updated from the original submission. Please refer to the Guide to 
the Application [APP/1.3.8] for the list of current versions of documents. 

1.2 Parties to this Statement of Common Ground

1.2.1 This SoCG has been prepared by the Applicant in consultation with Breckland Council (BC).  

1.2.2 Collectively, the Applicant and BC

1.3 Purpose of this Document

1.3.1 This SoCG represents the final position between both parties being submitted to the ExA. 

1.3.2 The SoCG is intended to provide information for the examination process, facilitate a smooth 
and efficient examination, and manage the amount of material that needs to be submitted. 

1.4 Terminology

1.4.1 This SoCG summarises the main topics covered and the status of the matter. The colour 
coding system used within the table in Section 4 has been outlined below. 

Cell Status

Agreed indicates where an issue has been resolved.
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Under Discussion indicates where points continue to be the 
subject of ongoing discussions wherever possible to resolve, or 
refine, the extent of disagreement between the parties.

Not Agreed indicates a position where both parties have reached 
a final position that a matter cannot be agreed between them. 
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2 The Scheme

2.1 Scheme Description

2.1.1 The Scheme is a Nationally Significant Infrastructure Project (NSIP) for the construction, 
operation and maintenance, and decommissioning of a solar photovoltaic (PV) electricity 
generating station and associated development comprising a Battery Energy Storage System 
(BESS), a Customer Substation and Grid Connection Infrastructure, including a new National 
Grid Substation. The Scheme would allow for the generation and export of over 50 
megawatts (MW) Alternating Current (AC) of renewable energy, connecting into the National 
Electricity Transmission System (NETS) overhead line that passes through the Site. 

2.1.2 The Location Plan [APP/2.1] [APP-007] shows the Order Limits for the Scheme, which is 
approximately 840 hectares (ha) of land within Norfolk ). 
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3 Record of Engagement

3.1 Summary of Engagement

3.1.1 The parties have been engaged in consultation since 29 October 2024.

3.1.2 A non-statutory consultation took place between 17 September and 1 October 2024. The 
statutory consultation process took place between 21 May and 9 July 2025.

3.1.3 The Applicant and Breckland Council have engaged extensively throughout the pre-
application and Environmental Impact Assessment stages of the Scheme. The key 
engagement has consisted of monthly planning catch-up meetings.

3.1.4 Table 1 shows a summary of key engagement that has taken place between the Applicant 
and Breckland Council in relation to the Application.  

Table 3.1 Record of Engagement 

Date Form of Correspondence Key topics discussed and key 
outcomes

29/10/2024 Monthly Planning Catch-Up 
Meeting

Scoping stage programme.

Summary of Co:Design.

Progress update on 
environmental surveys.

26/11/2024 Monthly Planning Catch-Up 
Meeting

The publishing of workshop 
summary report.

Drafting of Statement of 
Community Consultation.

Agricultural Land Classification 
grading process.

04/01/2025 Monthly Planning Catch-Up 
Meeting

Preliminary Environmental 
Information Report (PEIR) state 
programme.

Statutory Consultation updates, 
and arrangement of site visit.

03/03/2025 Teams Meeting Meeting brought together skills 
leads and FE partners to inform 
the development of the 
Employment and Skills Strategy. 
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Stakeholders supported the 
approach and proposed a 
number of additional skills and 
initiatives for the final strategy.

18/03/2025 Teams Meeting Meeting to discuss the 

accommodation and assets 
analysis. Breckland District 
Council welcomed the work to 
date and offered suggestions for 
contacts and potential 
improvements. 

29/04/2025 Monthly Planning Catch-Up 
Meeting

Design update and introduction 
to design principles.

Percentage of best and most 
versatile (BMV) land use.

Introduction to the strategies 
underpinning the concept 
masterplan (placemaking, access 
and biodiversity).

Location and delivery of National 
Grid Substation.

03/06/2025 Monthly Planning Catch-Up 
Meeting

Statutory Consultation updates.

Planning policy updates including 
the implications of PA2008 
reforms and CP30.

29/07/2025 Monthly Planning Catch-Up 
Meeting

Cumulative impact of solar farm 
applications.

Statutory Consultation summary 
and debrief.

Sharing that a targeted 
consultation will take place.

19/08/2025 Monthly Planning Catch-Up 
Meeting

Presentation to set out the 
changes included in targeted 
consultation.

The Applicant set out intention to 
share Adequacy of Consultation 
Milestone with the Planning 
Inspectorate (PINS) and the
Local planning Authorities (LPA).

Submission programme.
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30/09/2025 Monthly Planning Catch-Up 
Meeting

Update on progress of target 
consultation.

29/10/2025 Monthly Planning Catch-Up 
Meeting

Update on progress of 
submission.

30/06/2026 Meeting to discuss SoCG BC 
external consultant landscape 
comments

Additional viewpoints and visuals 
requested by the LPA

Future Baseline consideration

Cumulative scope and approach

Local Landscape Character 
Areas

Judgements

October 
2026

Emails Discussions to finalise the SoCG.

3.1.5 It is agreed that this is an accurate record of the key meetings and consultation undertaken 
between the Applicant and Breckland Council in relation to the issues addressed in 
this SoCG.
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4 Matters of Discussion

4.1 Overview

4.1.1 The following tables detail, by topic, the matters agreed or not agreed between the 
Applicant and Breckland Council at the point of this document being submitted.  
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sufficient details are known for both solar 
farms. 

The Council's Environmental Health 
Officer has re-iterated the point that it is 
not considered photographs are sufficient 
to assess the level of screening for a 
development of this scale and complexity. 

The Council welcomes the Applicant's 
commitment to undertake further 
geometric modelling for Receptor 20. That 
commitment acknowledges that 
cumulative effects for this receptor warrant 
further examination and the Council looks 
forward to seeing the outcome of that 
work. 

Air Quality I It is outlined at point 6.23 of the Local I This is agreed with the Applicant 
Impact Report that air quality is not 
considered to constrain the Proposed 
Development, subject to the 
implementation of mitigation secured 
through the Development Consent Order. 

Noise I The Local Impact Report details that the I This is agreed with the Applicant. 
scope of the Applicant's assessment with 
regards to noise is appropriate to the scale 
and nature of the Proposed Development. 

Agreed 

Agreed 

Noise­
Cumulative 

It is not considered that the following point High Grove Solar Farm development is currently in 'pre-I Agreed
on noise from the Relevant Reps (para. application stage' as such, limited information regarding 
4.12) has been addressed: noise and mitigation is available. 
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5.1

5.1.1 The above SoCG is agreed between The Droves Solar Farm Limited (the Applicant) and
Breckland Council

1.

2. Duly authorised for and on behalf of Breckland Council.

04.11.2026
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Appendix 2: Farm Impacts Note


















